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GEORGE DESTOUNIS — Our new Executive Vice-President 


At the last meeting of Famous Players’ Board of Directors, George Destounis was 
appointed Executive Vice-President of the Company, effective immediately. Mr. ! 
Destounis was formerly Executive Vice-President of United Amusement Corporation 
Limited of Montreal, the largest and most important affiliate of Famous Players. . 

George Destounis joined United Amusement Corporation in 1940 as an usher in the | 
Regent theatre, Montreal. In June, 1944 he was appointed manager of the Monkland | 
theatre. Two years later he was transferred to the downtown Strand and in August t 
1947 was moved to the booking department at United Amusement head office. In the 
ensuing years he was head booker, buyer and general manager and until his transfer | 
to Famous Players this year he held office as Executive Vice-President of United Amuse- 
ment Corporation Limited. 

In his letter to our partners, managers, associates and executives Mr. Bolstad said | 
Mr. Destounis had spent his life with United Amusement during which time he had ac- | 
quired a very thorough knowledge of all phases of the theatre business and had gained 
the respect and confidence of all people connected with our Industry. ! 


‘“‘We are hopeful that before too long George will find it possible to personally visit 
each of our theatres so that he will become more familiar with our managers and the 
properties for which they are responsible,” said Mr. Bolstad. ‘‘We ask you to extend to 
him the same fine co-operation that you have extended to me and the other Executives 
of the Company over the many years we have been together.” 


FAMOUS PLAYERS OPENS NEW THEATRE IN ST. CATHARINES | 


A modern and strikingly attractive dual audi- 


Special attention has been paid to the seating | 
torium theatre has been constructed in the Pen 


which is spaced to allow ample leg room. Special 


Centre Shopping Centre under the direction of 
Famous Players Canadian Corporation Limited. 
This new entertainment centre, known as the Pen 
Centre Cinemas, was formally opened by Mayor 
Johnson on August 25th. 

One auditorium, Cinema 1 will accommodate 
770 patrons. The other theatre, known as Cinema 
2 will seat 460 patrons. 

The theatres will operate independently of 
each other and will each present completely 
different programs of film being shown for the 
first time in the St. Catharines area. 

The richly carpeted entrance is off one of the 
main shopping malls, where patrons purchase 
their tickets at a dual counter-style cashiers’ 
desk. From there patrons enter the theatre by 
a staircase which leads to a lower level spacious 
foyer and lounge area, which is colourfully de- 
corated, carpeted and tastefully furnished. 

Ladies’ powder room, ample washroom facili- 
ties, and the manager’s office are located off 
the main foyer where there is a refreshment bar. 

Cinema 1 and 2, which are entered off the 
main foyer, have been designed for perfect 
viewing from every seat and have been acous- 
tically engineered for the ultimate in sound 
reproduction. 

Decorations, draperies, carpeting and seating 
fabrics have been tastefully selected. 


smoking areas have been provided in each 
theatre and these have been designated by a 
distinctive colour trim. The temperature of the 
theatres will be controlled by an independent 
air-conditioning system, thus insuring year ’round 
patron comfort. The projection equipment is of 
the latest type with Xenon sources of light and 
the sound equipment is the new transistorized 
type. 

Pen Centre Cinemas were designed by the 
well-known Toronto architect, Mendel 
Sprachman. 

Representatives of the St. Catharines City Coun- 
cil, executives of Famous Players and leading 
film companies attended the formal opening of 
the Pen Centre Cinema located 
in the second largest shopping plaza 
in Ontario. 


Pictured at the opening of our New Pen Centre Twin Cinemas in St. Catharines 


Angus MacCunn, Senior vice-president with Mrs. MacCunn and the Pen The Twin Cinema theatre twins, the Hamptons, discuss the Cinemas in front of 
Cinemas’ twin hostesses, Joan and Jean Hampton. Cinema 1 with Richard Kressin of our construction department who super- 
vised the completion of the theatres with Bill Summerville and Dan Krendel. 


J. J. Fitzgibbons, Jr., President Theatre Confections Ltd.; our new Executive Manager Doug Walker welcomes Vie Beatty of 20th Century-Fox Films, 
vice-president, George Destounis; R. J. Widdicombe, real estate department Herb Mathers of Empire Films and Bob Eves, Western Division vice- 
and Russ McKibbin, district manager and executive assistant to W. A. president. 


Summerville. 


Dan Krendel, district manager who supervised the Pen Centre with Mayor Jack Fitzgibbons shares his popcorn with district manager Mort Margolius. 
Johnson who officially opened the Cinemas; Lore and Evie Landau, Dan's Larry Pilon, a new member of our legal department and his former associate, 
granddaughters who assisted in the ceremonies and W. A. Summerville, Frank Armstrong of the legal firm of Robertson, Lane, Perrett, Frankish and 
vice-president Eastern Division. Estey. 


Manager Doug Walker pins a flower on Mayor Johnson. Mayor Johnson inspects some of the equipment — the last. word in sound 
and projection machinery. 


Interim Report: 


of 1965: 


Here is a summary of the President’s 


The results of our operations for the 
second quarter and the first six months of 
1966 as compared with the same period 


FAMOUS PLAYERS BUYS ANOTHER 73,259 SHARES OF CLASS “A” and “B” COMMON 
IN MONTREAL’S UNITED AMUSEMENT CORPORATION LIMITED 


F.P. Quarterly Dividend was 2712 Cents. 


Mr. Bolstad reports an increase in total income of 14% 


and increase in operating pro- 


fits of 40% during second quarter of 1966 together with corresponding increases in 


net earnings. 


Second Quarter 


First Six Months 


1966 1965 1966 1965 
Theatre Admissions (excluding 

Amusement Taxes), Confection 

and Equipment Sales and other 

I ee ne $ 7,661,427 $ 6,728,810 $15,341,268 $13,767,973 
Theatre Operating Expenses, Cost 

of Goods Sold and Administration 6,549,889 5,957,265 13,021,190 11,909,421 
Operating Profit before the under- 

TAOROG UTNE ie eta, $ 1,111,588 $ 771,545 $ 2,320,078 $ 1,858,552 
Dividends Received .... . ................... 233,689 197,652 434,937 358,397 
Interest and Profit on Sale of 

as: _ | MNIe l AU  e caen 126,426 102,625 223,682 233,516 

$ 1,471,653 $ 1,071,822 $ 2,978,697 ¢$ 2,450,465 

Depreciation ....... Ab RG GREE 310,198 279,257 580,334 519,026 
Share of Profits to Minority 

pi = Eb Vili 0 SS NR COA HEL 34,396 54,424 68,458 118,226 

$ 344,594 $ 333,681 $ 648,792 $ 637,252 

NET PROFIT (Unaudited) ........... $ 665,289 $ 471,113 $ 1,356,950 $ 1,086,965 

Earnings Per Share ............................ 38 2 -78 63 


It is gratifying to be able to report an 
increase in total income of 14% and an 
increase in Operating Profit of 40% during 
the second quarter of 1966, together with a 
corresponding increase in Net Earnings. 
Net Earnings per share for the first six 
months of this year are 78 cents as com- 
pared to 63 cents in the same period in 1965. 
Our operating results for the first seven 
weeks of the third quarter also show an in- 
crease over the same period a year ago. 


During the second quarter we purchased 
from the Management Group of United 
Amusement Corporation Limited and others, 
a further 73,259 Class “A” and Class “R” 
common shares of that Company, so that 
commencing with the third quarter of this 
year, the operating results and other finan- 


cial reports of United Amusement will be 
included in the consolidated accounts of 
your Company. 

United Amusement, which was _ incor- 
porated in 1924, has a very successful opera- 
tion in the Province of Quebec, with an in- 
terest in 32 theatres strategically located 
principally in Montreal and Quebec City. 
The Management Group of that Company 
will continue its present competent opera- 
tions. 

The new Le Canadien Theatre in the 
Laurier Shopping Centre in St. Foy, Quebec, 
was opened on July 9th. This is the third 
new theatre that we have opened in Quebec 
City during the past year. Our new dual 
auditorium theatre in the Pen Centre Shop- 
ping Centre in St. Catharines opened on 


August 25th, and the dual theatre in the 
Fairview Shopping Centre in Pointe Claire, 
Montreal, will be opened in September. We 
have recently completed arrangements for 
the construction of a new theatre in the 
K-Mart Plaza in Lancaster, a suburb of 
Saint John, N.B., which is a very successful 
Shopping Centre. This theatre will provide 
us with our second outlet in that city. 


Our various other operations, outside of 
theatres, continue to make satisfactory 
progress. Plans have been completed for 
the addition to the Airliner Motor Hotel in 
Winnipeg, and it is hoped to have this com- 
pleted in time for the Pan-American Games 
which will take place in Winnipeg in the 
summer of 1967. 

We are pleased to report that Skyline 
Cable Vision Limited, in which your Com- 
pany has a minor indirect interest, has been 
granted a franchise by the City of Ottawa 
to construct and operate a community 
antenna system in that part of Ottawa 
which lies to the East of Bank Street. The 
residents of Ottawa now receive television 
service only from those TV stations located 
in the area. Skyline will make additional 
television service available by providing the 
available U.S. programs, as well as the pro- 
grams from the English and French lan- 
guage stations which now service the city of 
Montreal. 

SOUND OF MUSIC continues to be the 
box office champion of all times. It is now in 
its seventy-seventh week in our theatres in 
Montreal, Toronto and Vancouver, and will 
undoubtedly be the first motion picture to 
have had a run of more than two years in 
each of these cities. 


DOCTOR ZHIVAGO, the other Road Show 
attraction which we are now playing in some 
of our theatres in the principal cities, is also 
proving to have great popular appeal and 
will undoubtedly develop into one of the 
highest grossers of all times. 


The trend toward the “Roadshowing” of 
big attractions is continuing. Among these, 
we are looking forward to presenting 
the United Artists’ production of James 
Michener’s HAWAII, which features Julie 
Andrews, in some of our theatres. Arrange- 
ments have already been concluded to pre- 
sent this attraction in our Alouette Theatre 
in Montreal and the University Theatre in 
Toronto about the middle of October. 


Paramount’s IS PARIS BURNING is a 
sensational production which is based on the 
best selling novel of the same name, and 
features an international cast of brilliant 
performers. This attraction will also be 
presented as a Road Show in many of our 
important theatres. 


We are discussing arrangements for the 
presentation of the much publicized Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox production, THE BIBLE 
in some of our Road Show theatres. 


The much discussed WHO’S AFRAID OF 
VIRGINIA WOOLF, starring Elizabeth 
Taylor and Richard Burton, is also doing 
outstanding business at our theatres. While 
it is strictly adult entertainment, it has 
definitely proven that in the motion picture 
medium there is a demand for the dramatic 
that has from time to time been successful 
on the legitimate stage. 


Hilliard Gunn 


Jack Heaps 


Paramount will soon release ALFIE, 
which stars Michael Caine, who won over- 
night success in THE IPCRESS FILE. The 
excellent supporting cast includes Shelley 
Winters and Millicent Martin. 


Michael Caine is also featured in FUN- 
ERAL IN BERLIN, based on Len Deighton’s 
best seller. 


ARRIVEDERCI, BABY is an hilarious 
comedy-romance from Paramount, starring 
Tony Curtis, Nancy Kwan and Zsa Zsa 
Gabor. Also from Paramount is SECONDS, 
a fantastic story about a business man who 
buys a new life for himself, in which Rock 
Hudson is starred. 


Sean Connery, famed for his portrayal in 
the James Bond spy stories, has had a 
change of pace for Warner Brothers and will 
be seen in A FINE MADNESS, with 
Joanne Woodward and Jean Seberg. Other 
attractions from Warner Brothers which 
will also be presented in our theatres in- 
clude ANY WEDNESDAY, with Jane Fonda 
and Jason Robards, based on the successful 
Broadway nit and the comedy NOT WITH 
MY WIFE, YOU DON’T, starring Tony 
Curtis, Virna Lisi and George C. Scott. 


Universal’s sensationally successful at- 
traction THE TORN CURTAIN, a drama of 
intrigue produced by the master of suspense, 
Alfred Hitchcock, and featuring Julie An- 
drews and Paul Newman, will be available 
to us in several of our theatres during the 
fall season. 

From Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer in the next 
few months we will have HOTEL PARA- 
DISIO, a comedy with Alec Guinness, Gina 
Lollobrigida and Robert Morley; THE 


= 


Al Arnold 


Reg Plumb 


LIQUIDATOR, a spy adventure with Trevor 
Howard, Jill St. John and Wilfrid Hyde- 
White and MARCO THE MAGNIFICENT, 
starring Anthony Quinn, Elsa Martinelli and 
Omar Sharif. 

Twentieth Century-Fox offers: FANTAS- 
TIC VOYAGE, a most unusual science fiction 
story with Stephen Boyd, Arthur Kennedy 
and Raquel Welch and WAY, WAY, OUT, a 
romantic comedy set in 2000 A.D. with Jerry 
Lewis, Connie Stevens, Robert Morley and 
Anita Ekberg. 

United Artists’ spoof about the misadven- 
tures cf a Russian submarine off the coast 
of Maine, THE RUSSIANS ARE COMING, 
stars Jonathan Winters, Alan Arkin and Eva 
Marie Saint, and that Company’s howling 
success WHAT DID YOU DO IN THE 
WAR, DADDY?, a farce with James Co- 
burn, Aldo Ray and Dick Shawn will soon 
be seen in many of our theatres. 

Columbia Pictures next releases will in- 
clude ALVAREZ KELLY which features 
William Holden with Richard Widmark and 
THE PROFESSIONALS starring Burt Lan- 
caster and Lee Marvin. 


We feel that we have a particularly strong 
line-up of box office attractions for our 
theatres for the next few months. 


Sincerely, 
vy 


President and Managing Director 


September 7th, 1966. 


25-YEAR CLUB MEMBERS INDUCTED IN REGINA 


Moran 


Pete 


This summer, when Mr. Bolstad visited Regina, he presided over the induction 
ceremonies at which he presented 25th Club awards and silver trays for 40 years of 
continuous service to the Company. The ceremonies were held in the Saskatchewan 


hotel, Regina. 


Inducted into the 25 Year Club were Hilliard Gunn, manager of the Capitol theatre, 
Regina; Jack Heaps, manager of the Metropolitan theatre, Regina and Al Arnold, 
projectionist in the Daylight theatre, Saskatoon. 

Presented with sterling trays for 40 years of service were Reg Plumb, manager of 
the Capitol theatre, Saskatoon; Pete Moran, projectionist, Metropolitan theatre, 
Regina and Jack Garvey, projectionist, Metropolitan theatre, Regina. Mr. N. Moran 
accepted the tray for Mr. Garvey who was on vacation. 

John Ferguson, supervisor for the Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta district 
assisted Mr. Bolstad in the ceremonies. 


JOHN J. FITZGIBBONS C.B.£E. OUR COMPANY’S CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
DIES AFTER LENGTHY ILLNESS 


John Joseph Fitzgibbons, C.B.E., chair- 
man of the board of directors for Famous 
Players Canadian Corporation Limited, 
died on Wednesday, August 31st, after 
a lengthy illness, at his home in Scars- 
dale, New York. 

For many years a prominent figure in 
the Canadian motion picture industry, he 
was born in Meriden, Conn., on August 
27th, 1890. He came to Canada from 
Boston in May 1930, as director of 
theatre operations for Famous Players 
and was president and managing director 
of the Company since 1941. He was 
appointed chairman of the board of 
directors on May 21st, 1963. 

Mr. Fitzgibbons began his motion pic- 
ture career as a newsreel cameraman 
and theatre projectionist. Later he 
owned and operated theatres in Bay- 
shore, Islip, Babylon and Southampton, 
Long Island. He joined the Paramount- 
Publix organization in 1925 and became 
director of theatre management for 
eastern United States. 

He was awarded the decoration of 
Commander of the Order of the British 
Empire by Governor-General Viscount 
Alexander in Ottawa in 1946 for his 
outstanding service and leadership as 
chairman of the Canadian Motion Picture 
War Service Committee. 


For many years he was chairman of 
the board of governors of St. Michael’s 
hospital and was governor of Notre 
Dame College in Wilcox, Sask. 

Mr. Fitzgibbons established Variety 
Club in Toronto and became its first Chief 
Barker and an international officer. 
Variety Club presented him with its 
annual Heart Award and he also was 
honoured by the Canadian Picture Pio- 
neers and the Canadian Council of 
Christians and Jews. The Sarcee Indians 
of Alberta inducted him as ‘‘Chief Moving 
Shadows.”’ 

He was a 4th degree member of the 
Knights of Columbus, Knight of Magistral 
Grace in the Sovereign Military Order of 
Malta in Canada and Knight of the 
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre 
of Jerusalem. 

Son of Michael and Bridget Fitzgibbons, 
he married Katharine Kiernan and had 
seven children, who, with Mrs. Fitz- 
gibbons, survive him. They are Yvonne 
(Mrs. Milton Robinson), Scarsdale, N.Y.; 
John J. Fitzgibbons, Jr., Toronto; Helen 
(Mrs. J. B. McCausland), Cleveland; 
Eugene E. Fitzgibbons, Toronto; Robert 
Fitzgibbons, Wahroonga, Australia; 
Kevin Fitzgibbons, Toronto and Arthur 
Fitzgibbons, Quebec. 


—— 


JOSEPH LAWRENCE PILON 


Lawrence (Larry) Pilon, B.A., LL.B., has 
been appointed to the Head Office staff 
of Famous Players. 

Mr. Pilon is a lawyer and during the 
past few years has been associated with 
the Company’ssolicitors,Robertson,Lane, 
Perrett, Frankish and Estey. 

Mr. Pilon will work under R. W. Bolstad 
and Angus MacCunn. 


PIONEER REGINA EXHIBITOR 
JOHN ‘JACK’ WATSON DIES 


One of the last of the pioneer theatre mana- 
gers in western Canada, John “Jack” Duncan 
Watson, died here. He had been in business 
longer in Regina than any other exhibitor and 
probably also held the continuous-exhibition 
record for the entire province. 

He was owner-manager of the Queen City 
Drive-In, an affiliate of Famous Players Canadian 
Corp. 

Born in Edinburgh, Watson became an orphan 
at an early age. He was brought to Canada by 
his aunt, who settled in Regina in 1906. Watson 
entered exhibition in 1909, taking over the Lux 
Theatre with Hugh Gordon and Bill Dalgleish 
(father of Earle and Gordy), as partners. A 
projectionist, he left the Lux in 1912 to work for 
Allen Theatres, then building the Rex. While he 
was with that circuit, it built the Allen (later the 
Metropolitan) and the Rose. 

In 1926, he and W. W. Armstrong bought 
the Rex Theatre Building; nine years later 
Watson became the sole owner by purchasing 
Armstrong’s interest. When fire destroyed the 
Rex Sept. 15, 1938, Watson rebuilt the theatre, 
reopening it in 1939 as the most modern house 
in Saskatchewan. In 1942 he became an as- 
sociate of Famous Players, with that circuit 
Participating as manager in the acquisition of 
the Grand in 1948 and the Queen City Drive-In 
in 1950, . 


Active in the community life of Regina, he was 
a member of the Kiwanis, Executive and Assiniboia 
clubs and the chamber of commerce. Show 
business affiliations included a directorship of 
the Saskatchewan Motion Picture Exhibitors 
Ass'n, for which he also filled the posts of 
secretary and vice-president. He also was a 
life member of the Canadian Motion Picture 
Pioneers. 


PASSING OF JULES S. WOLFE 
MOURNED BY THE INDUSTRY 


Since the last quarterly issue of ‘‘What’s 
New” we regretfully report the untimely 
death of Jules Wolfe, our long-time and 
efficient manager of Famous Players’ 
Maintenance, Purchasing and Construc- 
tion Department. 

Jules Wolfe began his theatrical career 
in 1915 when he was manager and head 
usher of the King theatre in Toronto at 
$1.50 weekly. He graduated from 
Harbord Collegiate and attended the 
University of Toronto where he took a 
Heating Engineer’s course intending to 
join his father’s engineering firm. 

His first taste of show business lured 
him back to the theatre, however, and 
in 1925 went with B. & F. Theatres at the 
Mavety theatre before they joined 
Famous Players. After managing the 
Christie theatre he became, in 1930, 
supervisor for B. & F. Theatres and also 
handled purchasing, construction and 
maintenance. In 1940 he joined Famous 
Players as head of the purchasing, con- 
struction and maintenance department 
and reorganized it along the lines of 
the construction department of Inter- 
state theatres in Texas. 

He was a member of the Variety Club 
of Ontario and was the one entrusted 
with expediting and promoting its char- 
ity project, Variety Village for handi- 
capped boys. It was his efforts that kept 
the costs down in the original construc- 
tion and contributed greatly to its main- 
tenance and upkeep through his sales of 
program advertisements and tickets. He 
was involved in the design and decor of 
the original Variety clubrooms in the 
Prince George Hotel. Mr. Wolfe was also 
a member of the Canadian Picture 
Pioneers and Famous Players’ 25 Year 
Club. 

Surviving are his wife, Zelda, and a 
son, Harold, a lawyer. Jules was 63. 


DEATH CLAIMS FOUR 
FAMOUS PLAYERS MEMBERS 


The Famous Family mourns the death 
of four other members — 

Bob Fuller, senior member of the Audit 
Department who died suddenly three 
days after his 45th birthday which was 
on July 2nd. He began his career at Head 
Office in 1942. 

Marcus Hirsch, who retired some years 
ago as manager of the Eglinton Theatre, 
Toronto, was born in 1880. 

Will Harper, a long-time member of 
our 25 Year Club and manager of several 
of our theatres in the Okanagan Valley, 
B.C., died in his native England. Will had 
been retired for several years. 

John L. Thomas, projectionist in the 
Capitol Theatre, Vancouver, died re- 
cently. 


CLAUDE SMITH, MANAGER 
OF PARAMOUNT, CHILLIWACK, RETIRES 


Claude Smith, long-time Famous 
Players’ manager in British Columbia, 
retired as manager of the Paramount 
Theatre in Chilliwack, B.C. in August. 
W. K. Keelan of the Columbia theatre, 
New Westminster, succeeded him as man- 
ager of the Paramount. 

J. McNichol, assistant manager of the 
Orpheum theatre, Vancouver, was ap- 
pointed manager of the New Westminster 
theatre. 


EDDIE NEWMAN ASSISTANT 
DISTRICT SUPERVISOR IN WINNIPEG 


Hilliard Gunn succeeds him at the 
Winnipeg Capitol. 


Consistent with increased activity in the ac- 
quisition of existing theatres and planning of 
new theatres, and renovations, Mr. E. Newman 
has been appointed to a newly created position 
of Assistant District Supervisor and will move 
from the Capitol Theatre to the Winnipeg Dis- 
trict Office. 

At an early date he will visit our theatres in 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, to famil- 
iarize himself with all aspects of your operations. 

To fill the vacancy at the Capitol-Winnipeg 
Hilliard Gunn will move from the Capitol- 
Regina. 


FAMOUS PLAYERS’ NEW 
25 YEAR CLUB MEMBERS 


TWENTY-THREE NEW MEMBERS WILL BE IN- 
DUCTED INTO THE FAMOUS PLAYERS 25 YEAR 
CLUB THIS YEAR. 


THEY ARE — 


MRS. RUTH MELVILLE 
Head Office 
EARL K. GORDON 
Head Office 
BERT McLEAN 
B. & F. Theatre, Toronto 
HENRY G. MARSHALL 
Alhambra, Toronto 
LEON CHARLIP 
St. Clair, Toronto 


MRS. ANNE MERIGOLD 
Tivoli, Hamilton 
ROY M. MILLER 
Lincoln, St. Catharines 
ROY J. PAISLEY 
Capitol, Sarnia 
THOMAS ANSARA 
Victory, Timmins 
ENZO COLAMECO 
Palace, Timmins 
LOUIS SCHOFIELD 
Victory, Timmins 
H. A. BRIDGER 
General Sound, Timmins 
HARRY HAMBLETON 
General Sound, Toronto 
HERRICK R. O’REGAN 
Strand, Deep River 
MORLEY D. McPHEE 
Strand, Simcoe 
GILBERT STERLING 
Pylon, Toronto 
LOUIS LITNER 
Palace, Montreal 
HYMAN N. COHEN 
Capitol, Montreal 
W. D. GRAHAM 
Columbia, New Westminster 
L. C. STRATTON 
Dominion, Vancouver 
G. WM. SAUNDERS 
Paramount, Kelowna 
PAUL CARDELL 
District Office, Calgary 
W.H. WILSON 
Garneau, Edmonton 


